
MENTAL MAGIC

The following pages contain Idea Sheets about Mental Magic. Use the space below to 
write down your ideas and resources for accomplishing these miracles with your students.

Ideas for teaching Mental Magic:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Locally available Books, Videos, DVD’s, about Mental Magic:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Local Magicians and Other Experts to help in teaching Mental Magic:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Resources:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



MENTAL
List the magic effects of the "Mental" kind that will fit best into each of these venues:

Close-Up:_______________________________________________________________

Family Table Magic:______________________________________________________

Visitors to the House:_____________________________________________________

Classroom Magic:________________________________________________________

Summer Camp:__________________________________________________________

School Talent Show:______________________________________________________

SAM Public Show:_______________________________________________________

Picnics:_________________________________________________________________

Civic Clubs:_____________________________________________________________

Birthday Parties:_________________________________________________________

Day Care:_______________________________________________________________

Adult 
Banquets:__________________________________________________________

Senior Citizen Events:____________________________________________________ 

Television:______________________________________________________________

Where Else:_____________________________________________________________

Special Notations: Regarding Audiences, Angles and specific awareness that will help you choose Effects.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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by T. J. Staab

EFFECT:
The spectator chooses three numbers from a square of nine numbers. They then add them 
together and concentrate on their number. The magician writes a number on a piece of 
paper, and when revealed the numbers match.

WHAT YOU NEED:
Two pads of paper and two pencils.

ROUTINE:
Hand the spectator a pencil and a pad of paper with 1-9 in tic-tac-toe fashion written on 
it. (Figure A) Have the spectator circle any number he wishes. (In this case we will say he 
has circled the number 1.) Next ask the spectator to cross out the two numbers in the 
same row (horizontally) as the number they just circled. Then ask the spectator to cross 
out the two numbers in the same column (vertically) as the number they have just circled. 
(Figure B) Ask the spectator to circle one of the numbers that has not been crossed out or 
circled. (In this case we will say he has circled the number 6.) Ask the spectator to cross 
out  the  last  remaining  number  in  the  same  row (horizontally)  and  the  same  column 
(vertically) as the number they have just circled. (Figure C) Ask the spectator to circle the 
last remaining number. (Figure D) You now ask the spectator to add the three circled 
numbers together. Have them concentrate on that number so you may try to read their 
mind. Take out a pad of paper and write down the number 15. (It will not matter what 
numbers  are  chosen,  they will  always add up to  15.)  Have the spectator  reveal  their 
number Show your number to everyone and they will be amazed.

Come up with your own patter to make this a mental mystery.



I'LL READ YOUR MIND
from the files of Jack Weigle

EFFECT:
The mentalist suggests a test of mind reading. A spectator writes any thought on a small 
piece of paper which is then folded to hide the writing. The mentalist tears the folded 
paper  into  bits.  The  spectator  seals  the  bits  of  paper  in  an  envelope.  The  mentalist 
concentrates and reveals the spectators hidden thought!

SECRET:
The mentalist actually reads the written thought by a secret called "the Center Tear." Use 
a piece of paper about 3 inches square. Just before you hand the paper to the spectator, 
draw a circle in the center, large enough for someone to write one or two words. (Figure 
1) Tell the spectator to write their thought in one or two words and to fold the paper after 
writing. Demonstrate by folding the paper in half one way and then in half the other way. 
(Figure 2) Open the paper and give it to the spectator. Turn away so that you cannot see 
the spectator writing. Be sure he has folded the paper before turning back around. Take 
the folded paper. Examine the four corners of the folded paper and find the corner with 
no edges showing. (In Figure 2, the X shows the center of the paper.) Keep this corner 
next to the right thumb. Tear the paper in half.  Put the torn left half behind the right 
keeping the center corner under your thumb. (Figure 3) Turn the paper keeping the right 
thumb on the center corner.  Tear the paper in half  again.  Again put the torn left half 
behind the right keeping the center corner under your thumb. (Figure 4) As you put the 
papers  together,  slide  the  center  corner  (under  your  right  thumb)  back  into  the  right 
fingers. (Figure 5) Immediately, take the rest of the torn papers in the left fingers and 
hand them to the spectator.  Reach into your  side pocket  or case and drop the center 
corner, and take out an envelope. Tell the spectator to seal the pieces in the envelope and 
write their name on the front. As they do this turn away. Take the torn corner from your 
pocket or case and read it. When you turn around, pretend to struggle to get the thought 
into your mind. Retrieve the envelope and holding it to you forehead, reveal the thought 
then throw it away. This is a very impressive trick.



CENTER TEAR PAPER
From T. J. Staab

                         

                         

                         



IMPOSSIBLE
By T. J. Staab

EFFECT:
The magician hands out 5 cards to five members of the audience. Each card has twenty 
squares,  and each square contains two numbers.  The first  number  of each square are 
numbers 1 thru 100 in random order. Below each number is a larger, six digit number. 
The audience member tells the magician one of the lower numbers in a square, and the 
magician then tells them the larger number below. The magician then repeats this for each 
member holding a card. Truly, an impossible feat of memory.

PERFORMANCE:
Choose five audience members to help with this test of memory. Hand them each one of 
the five cards and explain that there are the numbers 1 thru 100 on the card in random 
order.  Below the number is  a  larger  six digit  number.  Tell  them that  it  would be an 
impossible feat to memorize all of these numbers, but you have done just that. Ask one 
member to pick any number on their card. Once they have given you the number, you tell 
them the lager number. You then go to the next person with a card and repeat this miracle. 
Continue on through all the five cards.

HOW IT WORKS:
Whatever number is called, mentally add 9 to it. Take that total and reverse the figures, 
that will give you the first two numbers in the larger number. If the number is 91 through 
100, you will have the first three numbers of the lager number.

Now add these two figures together, drop the tens figure (if any) from the answer, and the 
units figure will be the third figure in the larger number.

Add the last two figures each time to get the next figure of the large number. Always drop 
the tens figure from the answer and use only the units figure. Continue until you have six 
figures in the large number.

EXAMPLE:
Suppose 75 is called. Add 9 which makes 84. Reverse these two figures and you get 48 
for the first two figures of the large number. Add the 4 and 8 together and you get 12. 
Drop the 1 (tens) and the 2 will be the third figure of the large number. You now have 
482. Add the last to figures, 82, and you get 10. Drop the 1 (tens) and use the 0. You now 
have 4820. Add the 2 and 0 which gives 2 making 48202. Again adding the last two 
figures gives another 2 and the large number is complete, 482022.



Print these out on card stock or glue them to a piece of cardboard. If you laminate 
them, they will last forever.






