Project Magic Sponge Balls & Germs

Effect:   A sponge ball routine talking about germs and how they appear, disappear, multiply and even grow. Can be done right from your pockets, no other props are required. Everyone knows something about germs. “Germs” routine written by Bill Warren.

Props Required: 4 small 1” sponge balls and 4 or more large 2-3” sponge balls or a jumbo sponge ball. Each set can be any colors. Large balls can be a different color than the smaller ones. Colors are good for this effect. 

Method  Start off by having the 4 large loads in your upper right hand pocket near the top inside of the pocket. Have 2 of the smaller sponge balls in each front pants pocket.

Both hands go into each pocket and palm out one sponge ball. Once the balls are palmed in both hands, ask if anyone knows where germs come from or what do they know about germs. Bring your left hand up to your mouth, do a small fake cough and produce a sponge ball. Pick up the single sponge ball with your right hand, which still has one sponge ball palmed, using your first finger and thumb. Turn the palm of your hand towards yourself as you display the single “germ” or sponge ball. Put it back down on the table adding the palmed ball from your right hand. Squash it or roll it on the table talking about how germs multiply. Life your hand and show that there are now 2 sponge balls.

 Now do Frank Garcia’s 10 count with sponge balls.

  It’s performed like this: 2 sponge balls are sitting on the table in front of you.

 Count 1 place your right hand palm down on top of the right ball and on count 2 place your left hand palm down on top of the left ball.

  Count 3 has your right hand lifting the right hand and turning it palm up and placing the back of the hand down on top of the sponge ball hiding it from view. Count 4 has the left hand turning palm up and placing the back of the hand down on top of the sponge ball hiding it from view.

  Count 5 has the right hand lifting up and pointing with your right index finger at the ball on the table, Count 6 picks up the same ball with your index finger and thumb, palm towards you, showing it to the audience. Count 7 does a fake transfer into the left hand. As the left hand closes it also lifts up off the table displaying the ball that has been sitting under the left hand. This is great misdirection for the fake transfer.

  Count 8 uses your right index finger to point to the ball that was under the left hand. Count 9 uses your right hand to pick up the ball, adding it to the ball that is already palmed there. Count 10 has both hands closed and making a moving motion of each closed hand moving towards each other, then you open both hands and both balls are now in your right hand.

  Now you will proceed to make the germs disappear and multiply. There are 2 balls on the table, Pick up one with your right hand and do a fake transfer into the left hand, pick up the other ball with your right hand and put both balls into a spectator’s hand, telling them to squeeze the germs tightly because you don’t want them to get out and multiply.

  As you show your left hand is now empty, have the spectator open their hand to now show that both germs are in their hand, reach into your left pants pocket and palm out the other small sponge ball while they start to open their hand. With your left hand reach over and pick up both balls, add the 3rd ball to the group and put all 3 germs back in their hand, telling them not to move their thumb because that’s how the germs got out. Reach into your right pants pocket and palm it out and do another fake cough producing the last small germ. Do a fake transfer into the left hand, open your left hand showing that the 3rd germ has disappeared. Have them open their hand showing that all 3 germs have gathered in their hand.

  Put all 3 germs on the table, With your right hand that has the 4th small ball palmed, pick up the first ball from the table and add both germs to the left hand, then openly pick up the 2nd ball and push it down into the top of the left fist then pick up the 3rd germ and place it inside your pocket but palm it back out.

  Blow on or cough on your left hand, open it, showing all 3 germs are back in the hand. Do this sequence one more time; this time the spectators will think you have palmed the ball out of your right pocket. Now offer to do it one more time.

  This time, you’re going to switch and make all 3 vanish, you’re also going to add the giant balls to the spectators’ hand for your finish.

  All 3 germs are back on the table. With your left hand pick up one ball with your index finger and thumb, displaying it high in the air, making the spectators look up and away from the table. Bring the left hand down and close it. With the right hand, pick up another germ from the table and raise it high in the air also, now on the way down, as they think you’re placing the ball in the right hand into the left, you keep the ball in your right hand and steal the one from the left. As you steal the ball out of the left hand, you turn your left hand palm down with your left hand closed. The misdirection of turning your closed hand palm down keeps them from seeing the steal. Now with your right hand use your first 2 fingers and pick up the last remaining germ from the table, use your 2 fingers to pick up the ball and move your hand, palm down but forward displaying the last germ. Place this last germ in your pocket, leave all 3 of the small germs in your pocket down to the bottom of the pocket.

  Keeping your left hand closed tightly, Use your right hand and point it up in the air, Say Wait a minute, I have a couple more germs right here in my right pocket. Go into your right pocket and palm out the large balls, compress them tightly and place the large balls tightly back into the spectators’ hand, telling them to really hold them tight this time because you are now going to attempt to get the 3 germs in your left hand into their hand while they are holding them tightly. Don’t move your thumb or they will escape again, this will get them to really squeeze the sponge balls very tightly. 

  Now you can use your left closed fist to touch the back of their closed fist 3 times, asking them if they felt the germs jump over or not, or you can open one finger at a time counting one, two, three and open your left hand showing all of the germs have completely disappeared from your left hand.

 Now when the spectator opens their hand, there are the large germs that have really multiplied right in their hands. You can even change and make the color of the large loads a different color for a better effect. Go from Red to Green or Green to Red.

 This is a really easy routine to teach and fun to perform for kids, adults too,  because they all know about germs. The Audley Walsh Sponge Ball booklet goes into more depth about sponge balls along with the Frank Garcia booklet..

