Project Magic

Effect:   “This is the one I knew you would choose” The spectator selects from 3 face down business cards. They select the only card that says,” This is the one I knew you would choose. The other 2 cards say, “Wrong One and “Not this one”.
Props Required:  3 same Business cards.
Method:    You can set this trick up right in front of them. Either pull out 3 of your business cards or ask for 3 of theirs. On the back of each one, write these words. “ Wrong One”, “Not this One”, “This is the one I knew you would choose”. Fold all 3 cards in half equally, remembering exactly which one is the one they will select. Place all 3 business cards face down on the table. They will unfold partly like a small tent, this is ok, just make sure the face of the cards is facing the spectator and not the ends.

  Now here comes what we call the “Magicians Choice’. This will look like the spectator has a free selection of the 3 cards but they don’t, you are controlling the cards unknown to them by not telling them beforehand exactly what is going to happen.

  All you have told them so far is either you have 3 business cards or you borrowed 3 from them, either way doesn’t matter.

  Tell them, “I’ve written something on the backs of these 3 business cards. It’s like a prediction of something that is going to happen, I think”. When you placed the 3 cards face down on the table, the one they will select is known only to you. It will work from any position but for this example let’s say it’s on your left side and on their right side. It doesn’t matter which position the other 2 are in. 

  “You have a free choice of pointing to any 2 of these cards”. If they point to the 2 end cards, then pull the middle card slightly towards you, now point to either one of the 2 they selected. If they point to the selected card have them pick it up and read it out loud then read out loud the other 2. If they point to the card on your right, then pull that card towards you and have them read the one on the left which is the selected card. (Note: nowhere in the instructions have you said they get to keep the one or ones they pointed to. Also as a side note, notice you tell them to point not to pick up!)

  From the start again, the selected card is on your left and their right. They point to the middle one and the one on your right, slide both of them towards you and have them pick up and read the only 1 card remaining, then read the other 2.

Basic OT Goals and Treatment Emphasis:

 This simple trick incorporates many key viaual/perceptual components which include the following: (1) right/left discrimination (2) scanning (3) crossing the midline. Motoric functions include the following: (1) sitting/standing balance (2) active range of motion right/left bilateral. Cognitive components – (1) Planning (2) sequencing (3) direction following. This trick is easily adapted for individuals with use of one or both arms. This trick may have more therapeutic emphasis with patients with deficits of neglect and visual/spatial awareness difficulties.

