Project Magic

Effect:    A Pencil floats right in front of your eyes
Props Required:   A pencil, preferably black colored and not yellow, wax and some black thread.

Method  Cut off a piece of black thread just a little longer than the length of the pencil. Tie one end around the bottom of the eraser into a knot very tightly, cut off any excess thread. Now bring the thread down to the end of the pencil over the back of your hand and down to the end of the unsharpened pencil. Make sure that the thread is not too tight around your hand because you have to be able to slip your hand in between the pencil and the thread. Now put a small amount of wax or office blue putty on the end of the unsharpened pencil. Hold onto the pencil and bring the string down across the back of your hand and stick it into the center of the wax. Make the end of the wax nice and neat looking. 

 For the presentation, slide your right hand into the loop of string and squeeze your hand around the pencil. Now with the back of your right hand facing the audience, use your left hand to hold your right wrist and pretend to squeeze your right wrist very tightly. Secretly slide the left first finger along your inside right arn and use it to hold the pencil from behind. Now slowly open all of your fingers of your Right hand and show the pencil is now floating….Ta Da….A lot of people have never seen this simple effect. It will wow at least half of the class. Now for the fun part. Slowly turn your right hand and arm around to show the audience how you are holding the pencil secretly with the first finger of your left hand. Now have everyone do this secret manuever. I usually saw something like, “Just don’t make the mistake of showing you still holding the pencil, now take your left first finger away and the thread will still continue to hold the pencil and now their mouths will really drop. That’s real magic!!!

