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the Right Moves
Orrin Hudson, 44
Lithonio, Ga.

A TOUGH START Raised in a housing project mth
l2 brL' lh(rs and sisters. Hudson was. l  r1lggl inB in
school and stealing tires-until an English teach
er, James Edge, tookthe l4-year-old aside and
started ieaching him chcss to give him fbcus. Soon
Hudsonwasplayingcollcgekids. "Chess changed
my life," recalls the fatheroffive. "I learnedevery
move you ma](e has consequcnces."
PAYING lT FORWARD: In 2000 Hudson closed
his used-carbusiness, emptied his bankaccount
and launched Be Someone, lnc. (www.bcsome
one.org). Through his one-man nonprofit tund'
ed by schools, churches and other groups Hud_
son gi \  (r  t r(( .  lo-$eek .hes. workshops lo dis
advantaged kid! ages 6 to 19. So fat het tutored
some rO,000 youngsters at schools and commu
nitycenters inAlabama, Ncvad4 California and
Geolgia.Hisbestplayers gotostatetournaments,
but Hudson-ivho cardes aroll-up rubberchess
mat-cares most about teaching kids to apply
chess strategies,such as recognizingpatterns and
thinking several moves ahead.tolife. "He's got a
way with kids i}lat's miraculous," says Jane lbn-
da,whohad Hudsongivelessons to kids $-howerc
in her teen prcgnancy-prevention campaign
A BETTER GAME PLAN. Tn 2on4 Roberl  Cur
ry of Lithonia was skipping school and going
nowhere. Chess Iessons with Hudson grer,{' into

HeTeaches Kids

amentoring relationship, andtoday
CuIIy, 19, h|ls a GnD and a year

of technical cotlege under his
beltj nursing school is next.

"I am where I am today," he
says, "because Mr. Hudson

believedinme."

ByCh.ndr.  R. Thoh.t
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